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Course Title: Graphic Arts 1 

 

 

Course Description : This course examines our increasingly visual world ad how 

graphics greatly impact how information is delivered.  Students will combine digital 

imaging, type, color, illustration and photography to create dynamic media, as well as 

explore the printing process. 

Prerequisite:  Art and Design 

Grade Levels:  9-12 

 

SAMPLE Objectives, Activities, and Assessments  

Students will… Instructional Activities 
(include approx. length of time) 

Demonstration 

-Define graphic design; learn and 

explore the field of graphic 

design, its origins, evolution, and 

current value in society.   

 

 

 

 

-Examine the importance of 

images in graphic design and 

introduce Photoshop and basic 

image manipulation techniques.  

 

 

 

 

-Learn advanced Photoshop 

techniques for image 

manipulation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Learn the basics aspects of 

product advertising and product 

design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
-learn the basic tools and 

techniques for creating vector 

Class discussions and 

presentations on the history and 

evolution of graphic design.  

Watch the movie “Art & Copy,” 

and discuss the value and impact 

of graphic design in today’s 

world. 

 
Work on a series of tutorials 

designed to learn basic graphic 

design tools and techniques for 

image manipulation. 

 

Use advanced Photoshop 

techniques to seamlessly 

juxtapose a photo of themselves 

into a famous artwork from 

history. 

 

Use advanced Photoshop 

techniques to place two full body 

photos of themselves in different 

position into a scene looking as 

realistic as possible.  

 
Using photoshop, students will 

create a product campaign using 

photos and photoshop. They will 

“package something that can’t be 

packaged,” ie. Friendship, fun, 

etc. They must design in 

photoshop, add copy, and 

assemble into a package (like a 

cereal box). 

 

Perform a series of tutorials to 

learn basic tools and techniques 

Assessed by observation and 

participation in class discussions, 

as well as a one page response to 

the movie “Art & Copy.” 

 

 

 

 

Assessed by successful 

completion of tutorial projects. 

 

 

 

Create juxtaposed portrait from a 

historical artwork using advanced 

photoshop techniques.  Assessed 

by rubric.  

 

 

Create a realistic “cloned” 

portrait using advanced 

photoshop techniques.  Assessed 

by rubric.   

 

 

 

Create add campaign and package 

for something that can’t be 

packaged using original photos 

and photoshop manipulation.  

Assessed by rubric and class 

critique. 

 

 

 

Assessed based on correct 

completion of tutorials and 

observations. 
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images in Illustrator. 

 

 

-learn and explore typography 

both as an art form and as an 

important aspect of graphic 

design.  

 

 

 

 

 

-Create an image using only text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-discuss corporate identity and 

how to design a line of media for 

a company. 

 

-be introduced to basic printing 

processes using printer, ream 

cutter, and padding press to print 

memo pads. 

 

 
-work on using Photoshop and 

Illustrator together to design a 

graphic in a given format and 

size.  

 

-be introduced to InDesign. 

 

-Publish graphic files for correct 

settings and output for digital 

printing.  

 

-come up with an original, 

creative design idea that uses art 

and text to convey a clear 

message.  

 

-design and print a themed design 

for a t-shirt. 

 

 

for creating vector images in 

Illustrator.  

 

Discuss and explore typography 

and typefaces.  Look at the 

history of typefaces, text as 

image, and how typography plays 

a huge part in conveying a 

graphic message.  Choose your 

favorite typeface and write two 

paragraphs on its evolution. 

 

Create a calligram in Illustrator 

using only type.  Choose between 

a self portrait silhouette with 

words about you, or a word or 

image made form only words that 

describe it.  

 

Examine various well known 

corporations and their logos and 

ad campaigns. Where do these 

campaigns originate?  

 

Create a logo in Illustrator for a 

company. Then create multiple 

versions of this logo for various 

media, including business cards, 

web page, memo pads.  Publish 

and print business cards. Publish, 

print, and assemble memo pad. 

 

Using Photoshop for images, 

Illustrator for vectors and type, 

and Indesign for layout, and 

publish your family’s seasonal 

holiday card.   Your family is 

your client. 

 

Redesign your favorite book or 

album cover.  Must be 

thoughtfully designed, illustrating 

the message of the book and/ or 

album throughout all design 

treatments.  

 

-Students will come up with their 

own design based on a given 

theme (i.e seniors, music) and 

turn that into a wearable design 

that they will print onto a t-shirt.   

 

 

Assessed based on observation 

and participation in class 

discussion.  Typeface response 

paragraph assessed based on 

rubric. 

 

 

 

 

Create calligram using only text.  

Assessed based on rubric. 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose one company and identify 

and analyze various forms of 

their corporate identity.  One 

page response assessed based on 

rubric.  

 

Create, publish, and print a memo 

pad with logo using a padding 

press and ream cutter.  Assessed 

by design rubric, and correct use 

of press and cutter. 

 

 

Create a seasonal-themed family 

holiday card and publish for print. 

Assessed by rubric and family 

satisfaction. 

 

 

 

Design book or album cover.  

Assessed based on rubric and 

class critique.   
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